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Muckraking 
Zephyr a Fresh 
Breeze in Moab 


MOAB — Jim Stiles, the Canyon 
Country Zephyr’s editor in chief and 
lone employee, produces his newspa- 
per in a one-room office next to his 
home, away from the noise of the 
town he sometimes calls “Mob.” 

A photo of Edward Abbey gazes 
down at him. 

Abbey’s last environmental mis- 
sive appeared in the first issue of the 


Stiles’ 1963 Volvo, 
the novice pub- 
lisher too devas- 
tated to hand out 
his first edition. 


Midvale's Bingham Junction — A Developing Story 


Midvale envisions developing hundreds of acres on an industrial 
wasteland in the heart of the Salt Lake Valley. Bingham Junction 
west of Interstate 15 and east of the Jordan River would combine 
stores, offices, transit stops and parks with a mixture of housing types. 
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Strict Fire Ban 


Dry spring makes half of state a tinderbox 


BY BRENT ISRAELSEN 
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 


State and federal land- 
management officials on Friday 
issued fire restrictions on all lands 
in southern Utah. 

Meanwhile, a wildfire in east- 
ern Utah is expected to be con- 
tained by this evening. 

The fire restrictions, effective 
today until further notice, 
prohibit: 

WAll open fires except for 
campfires in designated camp- 
grounds and picnic areas. 

W Smoking, except in vehicles, 
developed recreation sites, resi- 
dences or in areas three feet in di- 
ameter that have been cleared of 


_ all flammable materials. 


W All fireworks, tracer ammu- 
nition and other pyrotechnic 
devices. 
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ordinances may apply. 

There are no restrictions in the 
north half of the state, but that 
could change soon, depending on 
the weather, Hillman said. 


The restrictions are aimed at Utah so far has been spared an 
preventing wildfires inaregionof  serjous fires. i 4 
the state parched by less-than- A 600-acre blaze 30 miles north- 


Fortunately, friends distributed the 
1,500 copies for him, and a new voice 
was born among the red rocks. 

Stiles fell in love with southeastern 
Utah in the 1970s, six months before 
reading Abbey’s Canyonlands classic 
Desert Solitaire. He then spent 10 
years working as a seasonal ranger at 
Arches National Park. Disenchanted 
with government work, he launched 
the Zephyr to celebrate the diversity 
of Grand County’s people and land. 

In his first column, the novice edi- 
tor said his dictionary defined a 
ca as “any warm, western 


| “To some, the Zephyr will repre- 

dent a breath of fresh air; to others it 
y sound like hot air,” he wrote. 

| A cartoonist since elementary 

chool, Stiles illustrated his newspa- 
with caricatures. The new editor 

id not know how to type. Until he 

learned, he scrawled stories on yellow 

tea pad, giving them to friends to 


i Wiles timing could not have been 
better. Moab was on the verge of being 
discovered. Advertisers flocked toa 
paper covering local politics, environ- 
mental activism and history in a hu- 
morous, irreverent manner. 
| As Moab became synonymous with 
tain biking, the town changed. 
a four-month period in 1992, 
dix new motels went up. The Canyon- 
lands Café, a popular local hangout, 
‘was torn down. Fast-food franchises 
invaded. The town embraced tourism, 
in many ways transforming into the 
place rural Westerners said they did 
not want their cities to become. 
| There is irony in the fact that Stiles 
became the editor documenting these 
changes — a Kentucky transplant up- 
set about what outsiders were doing 
to his adopted home. While mountain 
biking fueled the new economy, he 
stubbornly refused to take up the hob- 
by. Though Stiles is friendly and kind 
by nature, many who read his news- 
paper are left with a different impres- 
sion. 
“I never modify or change an edito- 
rial opinion to cater to a business who 
doesn't agree,” says the editor proud- 


ly. 
‘The office tells much about a man 
Whose newspaper often celebrates the 
past while printing “all the news that 
Causes fits.” A computer sits next to 


in a matter of seconds. There is a 
collection of campaign buttons, a fire- 
than’s hat and a monkey wrench ban- 
—another tribute to Abbey and 


nsit/ Parku 


Midvale 
Nannon 
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Slag Heap to Showplace: Midvale 
Has Hopes for Bingham Junction 


average precipitation last winter. 
Most of southern Utah received 
just 60 percent of normal 
precipitation. 

“We are in extreme fire dan- 
ger,” said Vi Hillman, fire spokes- 
woman for the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management. 

The region defined in the re- 
striction zone includes all state, 
private and federal lands south of 
Interstate 70 and U.S. Highway 50. 

Properties within the bound- 
aries of incorporated towns and 
cities are excluded from the re- 
strictions, although local fire 


Truck with boy rolled 
into water after dad left 


BY GREG BURTON 
and ANN SHIELDS 


‘THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 


OREM — An Ogden couple 
driving to dinner Thursday 
stopped their car and waded into a 
neck-deep canal after spotting the 
tiny flailing feet of 3-month-old 
Garrison Norton through the front 
windshield of a pickup sinking in 
the water. 

Peggy Wilson plunged into the 
cold canal. When she couldn't 
break the window of the pickup, 
her husband, Lance, grabbed a 
rock from her, shattered the win- 


BY JOHN KEAHEY between 6400 South and 7800 South is as rough as 
aE EE p a the plans to salvage the former mining site. dow and snatched the infant just as 
Limb ae Dret erai Much of the property north of the Jordan the engine block sank and the front 
of the truck filled with water. 


MIDVALE — It would be tough for developers River Parkway (about 7200 South) has been 

to hawk homes or peddle property at a place deemed safe for homes and already has residen- 

tial development, part of which is in Murray. 

trying to turn 590 scarred acres The north end’s contaminated soils were 

Mined Diks “capped” unintentionally e a with fill 

tate in the the heart of the Salt Lake V: came from the original construction terstate 15 
ice through the Salt Lake Valley. 


called “Slag City” or “Superfund Estates.” 
into prime commercial and residential real es- 
up with a different name: Bingham Junction. 


“When I started banging on the 
window with the rock, he started 
crying, and it broke my heart,” 
said Peggy Wilson, a mother of 
five. “I wanted to crawl in and hold 
him and tell him everything is all 


It fits. South of the parkway, however, the land is right.” 


Bingham is taken from anearly pioneer name full of arsenic, lead and cadmium tailings left 


for Midvale, and the vast ‘its at a his- from smelter operations that began in the 1880s 
nee junction: the point Late. sede from  andended in 1958. Massive slag piles jut up from 


the Wasatch and Oquirrh mountains were the landscape like black dunes in a desert. 
See MIDVALE, Page B-2 


hauled for processing more than a century ago. 
Now, the land east of the Jordan River 


About 7:30 p.m. — seconds be- 
fore the Wilsons arrived — the 
boy’s father, Gary Norton of Ma- 
pleton, had walked into work at 
Novell in Orem to briefly collect 
some papers. He was inside when 


east of Moab is almost completely 
contained, while a 3,600-acre fire in 
Sweetwater Canyon south of 
Vernal was expected to be halted 
by the end of the day. 

The Sweetwater fire broke out 
Sunday during a lightning storm 
and exploded on Tuesday with 
high winds and warm, dry weath- 
er. About 380 firefighters have bat- 
tled the blaze from the ground and 
air. 


W Arizona closes forests B3 
Œ N.M. firefighters battleon  B-3 


Couple Rescue Infant 
From Rushing Canal 


his full-size Toyota pickup slipped 
backward into the canal. He 
walked out of the building about 
three minutes after the Wilsons 
carried his son to safety. 

“We are very fortunate and 
blessed that the Wilsons were 
there and that it didn’t go five 
minutes longer the other way,” 
Norton said. “We are fortunate we 
have a second chance. A lot of peo- 
ple don't get those.” 

The Murdock Canal, also called 
Provo Reservoir Canal, roils out of 
Provo Canyon behind the Word- 
Perfect campus in Orem and past a 
cemetery before cutting behind the 
parking lot at Novell, around 1600 
N. 800 East. Typically, the canal 
runs full with late spring runoff. 

Thursday evening was no 
different. 

“My husband spotted the truck 
rolling backward into the canal,” 
Peggy Wilson said. “When we got 
there, we walked over to the edge, 
but didn’t know what to expect. 
‘There was nobody around. I could 
‘see a car seat in the front, but there 
was a cover over it.” 

A poor swimmer, Lance Wilson 
ran for help as his wife waded into 
the water. 

“The first thing I saw were the 
tiny stocking feet,” she said. “My 
heart just sunk.” 


See INFANT, Page B-2 


In Wake of Arrests, Protesters Regain Voice at Monument Entry 


The Monkey Wrench Gang. 
‘The newspaper has changed, going 


11 issues a your ty aix, increasing 
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Backed by the ACLU, a Utah environmental group on 
Friday won the right to distribute its propaganda outside 


the 
Patterson, an 
Sk a Mpa Aa ri K Ae peewee ee 
speech, at least at the Escalante visitor 


4 T= 


The free speech issue came to a head a week ago when 
the environmental group placed a small table not far from 
the visitor center’s front doors to distribute pamphlets and 
engage visitors in discussions about grazing’s allegedly 
harmful effects on desert ecosystems. 

BLM officials, apparently concerned the group would 
interfere with visitor traffic, told the group to move the 
table to a spot across the parking lot. The group refused, 


Srcpped all charges against them and the two others who 


were cited. 

‘The charges could be filed again, however. That deci 
sion is up to the U.S. attorney's office. Wisely was not 
persuaded Friday 


by environmentalists to lobby the 
Sce PROTESTERS, Page B2 
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Friday news conference in Salt Lake City, was among 
those arrested last week at the national monument. 


